
 

Leaving the kiosk, find 

the sign on the wall  

leading into the garden. 

DID YOU KNOW… 

As you walk around the garden you will see       

numbered blue discs on signs and posts. You the 

numbers on your map and will help will see that 

these post numbers match you  to find your way. 

01665 577 191 kiosk                         howickhallgardens.com 

01665 577 285 office                estateoffice@howickuk.com 

 

Now if you climb the steps which are North of the fish pond 

you will be facing the Hall. Turn right and head along past 

the roses and around the corner. You will see the clock above 

the roof of the building and below is the ‘Clock Border’.  

If you are still and very quiet you may see lots of birds 

nearby. 

> Can you write down the names of two birds you have seen. 

 

Finish! 

Now return to the gravel path and proceed east towards Silverwood 

on your map. When you reach the junction (where 4 paths meet near 

post number 10) you can decide where you wish to go next. If you 

turn right and go down the hill you can visit the Church. If you go 

straight on, you can look around Silverwood (our woodland garden) 

and also go into the East Arboretum, perhaps walking all the way 

down to the Sea (about 1 and a 1/2 miles). 
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> Now look on the door, what 

animal can you see? 
There is no need to 

knock… just come in. 

In here you will see a large map of the  Gardens and Arboretum and also lots of other         

information. If you look around you will be able to find the answers to the next 2 questions. 

3 

2 

4 

When you have finished looking around the 

visitor centre, leave the Hall. Walking 

around the pond, now take the turning on 

your left past the sign saying “Bog Garden”. 

Which direction are you walking in now? 

As you walk towards Howick Hall, stop when you 

reach the first road junction. (where the two roads 

meet). If you are facing the Hall you are facing  

to the South. To your right is West and to your 

left is East. With your back to the Hall you are 

facing North. You will find these directions 

marked on your map for use later. 

………………………………………………………………… 

……………………… 

………………….………………….… 

Look 

…………………………………………………………… 

> Which small birds are known to feed on the seeds of the Birch trees? 

> What kind of moth enjoys feeding on the 

leaves of the Horse Chestnut tree? 

13 
……………………...………………………………………………………….…… 

Start! 

Congratulations, you have finished the         

Summer Explorer Challenge.            

 

You could also pop into the Tea House and have 

some  refreshments and a well deserved rest?  

 

On your way back to the car, the staff in the   

kiosk will be able to  give you the  answers to this 

challenge. 

Now walk to the Hall. 

……………………...………………………………………………………….…… 



 

………...……………………...…………….... 

 

DID YOU KNOW… 

The oils from this plant are often used when 

making soap and other skin products as well 

as perfumes. 

NORTH 

Spring Explorer Challenge 

As you walk along the lawn you will see the borders full of  

herbaceous flowers and shrubs of many colours.  

See if you can spot a flower to match every colour of the     

rainbow. (Red, Orange, Yellow, Green, Blue, Indigo and 

Violet).  

Please don’t pick the flowers though! 

If you gently rub the leaves of the plant, 

you will be able to smell its perfume.  

(Be careful not to disturb the bees!). 
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As you walk round the pond in the ‘Bog Garden’ take 

care not to stand on the plants or fall in the water. You 

will see lots of fish and insects in and around the 

pond. 

If you walk all the way around the pond you 

will arrive back on the driveway. Turning 

right, walk a little way until you reach the tree 

in the photograph opposite. 

> Do you know what kind of tree it is? 

At one end of the pond there is a bird standing guard? 

> Do you know what type of bird it is? 

………………………………………………………..……………………… 

Summer Explorer Challenge 
There is a nicely cut sunken lawn on the left. 

                        > Do you know what it can be used for? 

> Do you know which plant this is? 
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> Do you know what a Pele Tower is? 
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Follow the directions on  your map until you 

reach the sign leading to the Front Garden. 

Along the right-hand side of the lawns you 

will see rows of the same plant with purple 

flowers and lots of bees buzzing around. 

WEST EAST 
SOUTH 

CONTINUE PAST POST MARKER 32. On your right you will see lots of very tall trees 

and some smaller ones planted in amongst them. THIS IS THE WEST ARBORETUM. 

You can explore the Arboretum using your map. 

See if you can find your way up to Post 25 and then walk past 

posts 26, 27 and 28 before reaching Post 30. Now if you go through 

the black gate you will be walking towards the side of the Hall. 
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DID YOU KNOW… 

A long time ago in 1691 this was the site of the 

original house at Howick. It was a large Pele Tower 

which was demolished in 1782 when Sir Henry 

Grey built the new Hall. It was considered         

important in those days to have a grand house in 

which to entertain in and the Pele Tower did not 

meet those standards. 

……………………..……………………………………...…… 

11 …………………………………. 
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There is a poem which helps you 

remember the order in which the 

colours of the rainbow are in.  

> Do you know the poem? 

……………………..……………………………………...5 

> Do you know what an Arboretum is? 7 

DID YOU KNOW… 

Most of the trees here were collected as seeds from China and 

then grown here in the nursery. Some of the trees and 

shrubs are between 20 and 30 years old now. 

However, some of the really tall Beech trees are over 170 

years old and were planted by the 2nd Earl Grey. 

……………………..……………………… 8 

> In which direction are you walking? 

………………………………………………………………… 
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