
 

Leaving the kiosk, find 

the sign on the wall  

leading into the garden. 

At the first junction, turn towards the 

East and walk a few paces past the    

climbing tree. You will find a pathway on 

the right which will lead you through the 

Acer Glade. 

DID YOU KNOW… 

As you walk around the garden you will see numbered 

blue discs on signs and posts. You will see that these post 

numbers match the numbers on your map and will help 

you  to find your way. 

Walk towards the Hall until you reach the first 

junction. If you are facing the Hall you are facing  

to the South. To your right is West and to your 

left is East. With your back to the Hall you are 

facing North. You will find these directions 

marked on your map for use later. 

……………………………………………………………...………… 1 

DID YOU KNOW… 

There are lots of trees here belonging to the Acer 

family and they have distinct leaves described 

as “palmate”. 

01665 577 191 kiosk                         howickhallgardens.com 

01665 577 285 office                estateoffice@howickuk.com 

 

As you walk, you may notice several wild flowers growing along 

the path, do you know any of their names? See if you can name 3? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

You can learn more about Wild Flowers from the posters in the    

Visitor Centre. 

Congratulations, you have finished the         

Spring Explorer Challenge.            

Why not drop in to the visitor centre and see 

what else you may discover for your next visit.  

You could also pop into the tea-house and have 

some  refreshments and a well deserved rest?  

On your way back to the car, the staff in the   

kiosk will be able to  give you the  answers to this 

challenge. 

ST MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS   

our Parish Church 
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Finish! 

Start! 

> Can you think why the leaves are described as 

“palmate”? 

Continue on this path past the wooden bridge and post marker 2 and 

under the archway. As you go through the revolving gate you will 

soon leave the arboretum and re-enter the gardens. Take the left 

hand path and continue up the hill towards post marker 1 on your 

map, until you reach the notice board which shows you exactly where 

you are. Turn right here and then enter the Church Yard. 

DID YOU KNOW… 

The Church was built in 1746 and then re-built (after a fire)         

by Henry 3rd Earl Grey in 1849. 

You can take time to rest a little here as the Church is open to visitors 

every day. Please close the door when you leave. 

On leaving turn right and go around the North side of the Church. 

If you look up to just under the roof, you will see a collection of    

grotesques (or stone carvings) which were carved by Maria, the wife 

of 3rd Earl Grey. 

10 > How many animals can 

you see? ……………………….. 

And how many people?          

…………………………………….   

Now taking care on the steep bank, go down the hill and over the bridge. Turn left and then right to walk up 

the hill and you will be facing the clock tower. At the top of the hill you may still see the last of the tulips as 

you walk along. At the crossroads turn left, returning to and  going through the gate before making a left 

turn towards your original starting point. 



 

………...……………………...………………………….. 

 

NORTH 

Spring Explorer Challenge 

Look out for this post as 

you walk on, keep to the 

right of it and begin 

walking down the hill. 

Turn right over the bridge, taking care when looking over into 

the water. Now turn immediately right and follow the grassy 

path alongside the stream, which is called “Howick Burn”. 

> Do you know what direction you are walking in now? 

DID YOU KNOW… 

You have now entered the Arboretum and as you 

walk around, the numbered discs you will see on 

the posts are now in black which matches the 

numbers on your map to help you on your way. 

At the foot of the hill, you can choose to continue 

down the Long Walk and return later to complete 

the Challenge or continue with the Challenge as 

below. 

……………………………………………………………...………… 

DID YOU KNOW… 

The plastic and wire cages that you can see are protecting some of 

the newly planted trees and shrubs. Without them, they might get 

eaten by the rabbits and hares and sometimes even deer! 

Continue on until you reach a gate in front of you, you 

will see a large pile of leaves. 

> Do you know what the gardeners use these leaves for? 

Turn left by post marker 7 and 

continue until you reach post 

marker 8. 
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DID YOU KNOW… 

A large number of the flowers here are 

Rhododendrons and if you look very 

closely at them, you will see that each 

flower  has  a   little  pattern  inside  to   

attract the bees. The bees visit lots of flowers looking for nectar and they help        

pollinate the flowers. If you listen carefully, you may be able to hear the bees    

buzzing. 

DID YOU KNOW… 

Silverwood was planted in 1931 to 

commemorate the silver wedding of 

anniversary of Charles 5th Earl 

Grey and his wife Mabel. 

Now go through the gate, remembering to close it to keep out the    

rabbits and hares. Take the first turning on your left beside post 

marker 3 and enter Silverwood. 
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> How many different colours can 

you see? 

………………………… 

Now follow this path until you reach the large white Rhododendron and stop a 

while to enjoy the lovely perfume of the shrubs around here. Watch out for the 

bees as you smell the flowers! Just take a while to see if you can find flowers to 

match every colour of the rainbow, (Red, Orange, Yellow, Green, Blue, Indigo 

and Violet). 

Spring Explorer Challenge 
After post marker 8 turn left. While walking 

slowly across the bridge, count how many vehicles 

pass under the bridge while you walk across. 

5  > How many vehicles did you count? 

…………………………………………… 

> Take time to rest here for a minute 

and listen, what can you hear? 

6 ………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………

……………………………………………..……….

…………………………………………………......

……………………………………………………... 

> As you walk down the hill you will see two different 

types of blue flowers. Do you know what they are called? 
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7 …………………………………………………………………

and..…………………………………………………………. 

WEST EAST 
SOUTH 

While standing by the seat, look carefully around and you will 

see many flowers and trees. 

Continuing on, turn left after the seat and follow the path which leads  

you past a tree with peeling bark. This is another Acer called ‘griseum’. 

Taking the right hand pathway, there are two trees with patterned bark. 

> Do you know what they are called? The Royal family often have 

some flowers from this kind of tree in their wedding bouquets! 

4 ………...……………………...………………………………………... 
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