
 

DID YOU KNOW… 

As you walk around the garden you will see       

numbered blue discs on signs and posts. You the 

numbers on your map and will help will see that 

these post numbers match you  to find your way. 
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> When you reach the pond turn right and go down the 

steps. Just in front of you is a remarkable tree which has 

pink tinted bark. 

 

Can you find out its name and where it originally came 

from? 

Finish! 

Turning left here at the foot of the steps follow the  gravel 

path until you reach the steps leading through the      

rockery. Go carefully as the steps are uneven but great 

fun. 

 

You will see the tiny Cyclamen growing amongst the 

plants. At the top of the steps there is a huge Cedar tree 

which is also an evergreen and does not lose its leaves. 
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> Why do you think there are circles on the trunk of this tree? 
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When you leave the Visitor Centre and turn left you will find a pathway 

leading to the West. The Sign will say “Bog Garden”. Just past the sign 

you will see the entrance to the Bog Garden. As you walk round the 

pond, take care not to stand on the plants or fall in the water. Most of the 

plants here have finished flowering and are getting ready to disperse or 

spread their seeds to create new plants next year. 

Now walk to the Hall where you will find the Visitor 

Centre. In here you will see a large map of the      

Gardens and Arboretum and also lots of other       

information. If you look around you will be able to 

find the answers to the first question.  

……………………… 

………………………………………………………...………………………… 

6 ……………………...…………………………………………………….…… 

Congratulations, you have finished the         

Autumn Explorer Challenge.            

 

On your way back to the car, the staff in the   

kiosk will be able to  give you the  answers to this 

challenge. 

……………………...……………………………………………………..…… 
Leaving the kiosk, find the sign 

on the wall, leading into the 

garden and enter to begin the 

explorer challenge. 

> Looking at the map, you will see letters along the 

top of the squares and numbers on each of the  

squares along the edges. Can you find the deer and 

the badger and write down the grid reference of the 

squares? (For example - you will find the fox in 

square D3). 

……………………… 

DID YOU KNOW… There are 4 main ways seeds 

are dispersed: 

By animals (as food or caught in their fur) 

By wind (spinners and parachutes) 

By Plants (slingers or pepper pots) 

By water (floaters or sinkers) 

The SIZE, COLOUR, SHAPE of the fruit or seed 

together with other features all reflect how the seed 

is dispersed. 

and 

and 
Return to the gravel path and proceed east towards Silverwood on your map. When you reach the junction 

where four paths meet, (at post marker 10), you can decide where you wish to go next. 

If you turn right and go down the hill you can visit the Church. 

If you go straight on you can look round Silverwood (our  woodland garden) and also go into the east       

arboretum, perhaps walking all the way down to the sea, (about 1 and a 1/2 miles). 

Turning left will take you to a gate leading back towards the car park or the Earl Grey Tea House, where you 

can sample the home made produce and have a well earned rest. 

Circles 



  

DID YOU KNOW… 

That leaves change colour in the autumn just before they fall from 

the trees. The tree draws back the moisture from the leaves to preserve 

energy during the winter months. If the tree kept its leaves, which 

have a large surface area, the cold air would sap all of the moisture 

from the leaves and the tree would struggle to survive. Without the 

leaves the tree can retain enough moisture within its branches and 

trunk to see out the winter. 

Now if you follow this track you will go through the gate to the front garden. Turn right at post marker 31 

and go along the grass past the  herbaceous border until you reach the pond. You will see lots of  different seed 

pods in this part of the garden. Can you find some that will blow away in the wind? 

If you turn right at post marker 27, you 

will find a tree on the right called Abies 

densa which has some unusual cones. 

(Remember… leave the cones on the tree; it 

may need them). 

Once round the pond you can return to the main drive and head west  

carrying on past post marker 32 on the sign until you reach post marker 

24 on the left. This track will lead you into the West Arboretum. 

>  You can find this shrub beside the pond. 

How do you think the seeds will be dispersed? 

Autumn Explorer Challenge 
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> How do you think these seeds will be dispersed? 

Now, continue on over the bridge and up the hill until 

you reach post marker 27. As you walk along you will 

notice leaves of many colours ranging from green to 

reds, yellows, oranges and browns. 

> Do you think 

this is a deciduous 

or evergreen tree? 

5 
………………….……………….… 

DID YOU KNOW… 

This is a Cryptomeria tree and like some of the 

other trees in the garden, it will not lose its leaves 

in autumn. We call this an evergreen tree. Other 

trees such as Oak, Beech and Birch are deciduous 

trees and they lose their leaves every year in the 

autumn and grow new leaves in the spring. 

From here, walk towards the bridge and as you 

cross the bridge, look at the tree growing on the 

left-hand side. 

……………………..…………………………………….……… 2 

DID YOU KNOW… 

The trees in our arboretum all 

have small labels which tell you 

the name of the tree, when it was 

planted and where the seeds were 

collected from. 
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……………………..……………………… 

As you begin to walk along this path, see if you can find some 

seeds lying on the ground which look like this? Do you know the 

name of the tree that produced this seed? 

Continue along this track taking the first pathway on the left, and then turn right at the next junction. 

Here you will see lots of brightly coloured berries similar to the ones below. Inside each berry will be hundreds 

of tiny seeds. 

…………………………………………………………… 

Cones 

Lots of the trees here came 

from another part of the 

world. 


